International Director’s Report

IEEE AESS Board of Governors Meeting 
April 25-26, 2012


The activities that have been carried in the last six months are described in the following together with the perspected ones for the next six months. They will be shown in greater detail at the BoG by those International Directors who will attend the meeting.
1. Prof. Hugh Griffiths – UK and Ireland

The relevant UKRI international activities are:

1. The EuRAD conference, technically co-sponsored by AESS, held in Manchester, UK, 12 - 14 October 2011. This was part of the European Microwave Week. It attracted some 300 participants, in the main technical sessions as well as a number of workshops on the first day.

2. Preparations are well advanced for the IET International Conference RADAR 2012, also technically co-sponsored by AESS, to be held in Glasgow, UK, 22-25 October 2012. This is part of the 5-year cycles of international radar conferences (USA, China, UK, France, Australia), that interleave with the RADARCON series that normally take place in the USA. The deadline for responses to the Call for Papers has just passed, and there were 329 draft papers submitted from over 30 countries. The program will include tutorials and a student paper prize.
2. Dr. Reza Djzaii – Canada

The report includes:

1.  2013 IEEE Radar Conference  (Ottawa-ON-Canada) committee meeting held on Feb. 2012. Along with regular  preparation discussion, we are planning to bring URSI Triennial Open Symposium on Radio Propagation and Remote Sensing to be run in parallel  with 2013 RadarCon.  

2. Another development is that the AESS Student Chapter is formed at the 
University of Waterloo, ON, Canada. The proposal for student chapter was approved by the AESS and IEEE.
3. Prof. Wu Shunjun – China
I have done many works as an International Director of IEEE AESS last six months:
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I took charge of the TPC Chair of the 2011 IEEE CIE International conference on Radar (Radar 2011) which was successfully held in Chengdu, China in Oct.24-27, 2011. There were more than 500 attendee from 22 countries. 482 papers were selected for presentation in 20 oral sessions and 4 poster sessions. Mark E Davis (VP Conference of AESS ) and Hugh D Griffiths( VP Industry Relations of AESS) attended the conference and gave the Keynote Speeches. 9 international experts were invited to give tutorial lectures, and some of them were supported by the Distinguished Lectures and Tutorials Program of IEEE AESS.

2. I take charge of Chair of IEEE AESS Beijing Chapter, and organized the International Workshop of Advanced Radar Technology in Xian, China. Prof. Hugh Griffith, Dr. Mark E. Davis, Dr. Victor C Chen, Prof. George T. Schmidt, Prof. Francois LE CHEVALIER and Prof. Marco Martorella were invited to go Xian and give lectures in Xidian University after Radar 2011 conference.
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3. IEEE AESS Beijing Chapter co-sponsored for the International Conference on Electronics, Communications and Control (ICECC2011) which was successfully held in Ningbo, China in Sep. 9-11, 2011. 

4. As the international committee member of APSAR 2011 which was successfully held in Seoul, Korea in Sep.26-30, I organized lot of Chinese radar engineers to submitted papers and attend the conference. This was a strong support to the APSAR 2011.

I am going to do some work next six months:
(1) The Radar society of CIE are going to organize a delegation to attend the the International Conference on Radar Systems which will be held in Glasgow, UK in Oct.22-25, 2012. I am doing some work for this action now.

(2) IEEE AESS Beijing Chapter co-sponsor for the International Conference on Electronics, Communications and Control (ICECC2012) which will held in Zhoushan, China in Oct.16-18, 2012. 

(3) IET, the Radar society of CIE and Beijing Institute of Technology will sponsor the IET International Radar Conference 2013 which will be held in Xian, China in Apr.14-16, 2013. I would do some work for the conference.

4. Dr. Ram Gopal Gupta – India
The report includes:
(1) We have planned a Summer School during June 2012 for the College Teachers.

(2) The Student Project contest for the year 2012 have been announced. We are expecting about 2000 submission in this from all over the India. A detailed programme with R10 is being worked out to have interactions with Industry and to approach The Industry at Home.

5. Prof. Marina Ruggieri – Italy and Western Europe
The relevant international activities of the Italy and Western Europe are:

1. Activities related to the development of the first IEEE AESS ESTEL Conference on Satellite TELecommunications (ESTEL) that will take place in Rome, Italy on October 2-5, 2012. This Conference is financially sponsored by IEEE AESS.  Conference Record #: 19294. 
At the beginning of April, right six months before the opening ceremony, ESTEL Conference Organization draws the conclusions of the first activities, and presents the Conference Organization’s progress report. In the scenario foreground come to evidence the outstanding speakers and lecturers, the first-rate international consideration of the organizing Committees members and of the experts who submitted papers, with their expertise and international acknowledgments: these features assure that the ESTEL Conference is likely to become an appointment of paramount importance for satellite Telecommunications, a place where the international scientific community will get the chance to interact with a number of space industries and organizations. According to Committees goals, researchers and companies will have the opportunity to explore the future of satellite Telecommunications through new and available technologies, and share proposals expected to change telecommunications’ scenario. 

Coming to international Organizations, the first mention goes to Antonio Tajani, Vice-President of the European Commission, who promptly granted the EC Patronage to the Conference, while ESA (European Space Agency) confirmed its role of official promoter of ESTEL Conference, together with IEEE AESS. 
Moreover, the Executive Director of GSA (Galileo System Agency), Carlo Des Dorides, granted the support of the Agency, organizing and patronizing a special session on Galileo System. 

ESTEL Conference is to host invited lecturers that are amongst the main authorities on satellite telecommunications and space, such as Vidal Ashkenazi, Ezio Biglieri, Hermann Schumacher, Enrico Del Re, Christian Schlegel, Erich Lutz, Bernard H. Fleury, Michael Devetsikiotis, Vasily V. Popovich, Nicolas Sklavos, Marco Chiani, Daniele Mortari, Silvano Pupolin, Stephen B. Johnson, Bryan Palaszewski, Alberto Ginesi, Giorgio Franceschetti, Philippe Noel and Pierangela Samarati. 
These few names are just a sample amongst the several academic experts taking part to the event: 71 professionals confirmed their presence in the Technical Program Committee, while Institutions and Area Associations have more than 40 members in the International Steering Committee. 

ESTEL Conference Call for Papers gathered so far more than 130 proposed works, and the number is still growing thanks to the technical and scientific contributions of Space Companies taking part to the Conference as sponsors or exhibitors. 

More than 50 Companies and 73 Universities, Institutions, Organizations, Associations and Research Centers from all over the world registered to the ESTEL Conference so far. 

In addition to Papers presentations, exhibiting options, b2b meetings, special sessions, working groups, ESTEL Conference offers to the participants a new and original tool: ESTEL Community, a web portal through which it’s possible to share pieces of information, documents, scientific and technical materials in the different Macro-Areas of which ESTEL is made up. The Community has the aim of encouraging the exchange and sharing of ideas, and promoting contacts and exchanges amongst participants before and after the event. This way ESTEL Community will be a useful instrument to support the workshops and create permanent experts network. 

Important Dates:

· Draft Manuscript Submission: 15 May 2012

· Notification of Acceptance: 20 June 2012

· Final Manuscript Submission: 20 July 2012

2. A New Panel on Sustainability and Quality of Life, joint with the opening ceremony of the Master in Advanced Satellite Communication and Navigation Systems, was announced by IEEE AESS on December 12 2011 in Villa Mondragone, Frascati (Rome). 

Introduced by Prof. Marina Ruggieri, Director of “Master in Advanced Satellite    Communication and Navigation Systems”, University Rome Tor Vergata, the workshop was focused on the role of space applications to improve sustainability and quality of life. 

This workshop aimed at launching a new Panel with transversal features to other IEEE societies. 

Several Scientist and Specialists took part to the meeting: 

·  Prof. Costas Vournas, IEEE Power & Energy Society Region 8 representative, National Technical University of Greece, Athens that gave a speech on Speech on Smart Grid and innovation in the power generation and distribution; 

·  Prof. Migliaccio, IEEE Geoscience and Remote Sensing South Italy Chapter Chairman, University of Naples “Parthenope”; 

·  Eng. De Vincenti, Consultant, that took a lecture on the Role of Satellite in the context of Sustainability and Quality of Life; 

·  Prof. Paolo Gamba, IEEE GRS Letters Editor, University of Pavia, that gave a lecture on GRSS contribution to AESS Panel on Sustainability and Quality of Life; 

·  Prof. Grigioni, IEEE EMB Society; 

·  Eng. Fabrizio Impagnatiello, Head of End to End Systems and Data Processing, Thales Alenia Space Italia, that took a lecture on COSMO-SkyMed: The Italian Earth Observation System for Global Environment Monitoring; 

·  The ninth edition of the Master in Advanced Satellite Communication and Navigation Systems was presented by Dr. Ernestina Cianca. 
The workshop was attended by a hundred of participants: company managers, institutions and academics. 

3. The GOLD for GOLD event was firstly announced on December 12 2011 in Sala del Teatro at Villa Mondragone, Frascati (Rome) with two tutorials taken by GOLD AESS members for GOLD AESS people: 

  

· Sense&Avoid Systems: How to insert Unmanned Aircraft Vehicles into the General Air Traffic? taken by Myriam Nouvel from Radar and Warfare technical Directorate of Thales Airborne Systems; 

· Smart ICT in Ambient Assisted Living Applications to Improve Quality of Life taken by Susanna Spinsante, Director of the ArieLAB. 

  
4. Activities related to the co-chairing of Track 2 Space Missions, Systems and Architecture of  the 2012 IEEE Aerospace Conference that took place in Big Sky in March 2012.

5. Activities related to the role of Editor of Space Systems of the AES Transactions and for the Systems Magazine.
6. Organisation of the IEEE AESS Summer School ISACONAS in partnership with SpaceLand jn Alassio (Riviera dei Fiori - Italy) on May 29 – June 1 2013. 
Within the beautiful settings of the Italian “Riviera dei Fiori”, along the seashore of the sandy beaches of Alassio, the ISaCoNaS Summer School jointly with the 3rd SpaceLand Expo-Congress aims at demonstrating how progress in space science and technology innovation, in particular on integrated satellite and navigation systems, can merge with disciplines pertaining to the new segment of “space tourism” to further raise public awareness on the fundamental role of space business in enhancing knowledge, providing social-economical development and improving the quality of life of all citizens. The syllabus, workshops and interactive ground and flight exhibits of the Summer School will be based on both congress lectures and classroom-based events as well as ground and flight technology demonstrations, both in Alassio and in the local airport. The events will focus on Integrated Satellite Systems, Emerging Technologies and relative Value added Services & Applications as well as on the new interdisciplinary activities to prepare the public to Space Tourism and spaceflight experiences, including ground and underwater space training addressing manned spaceflight for research, education and science-oriented leisure, starting from microgravity and sub-orbital flights open to the public.

The ISaCoNaS Summer School and the 3rd SpaceLand Expo-Congress are expected to be particularly appealing to:

· Under-graduate and graduate students;
· Engineering and science university researchers;
· High Tech SMEs, Engineers and Research professionals from industry and institutions;
· Tour Operators and Tourism professionals;
· Investors and CEOs;
· Policy-Makers.
7. Organisation of training and thesis activities of students at the University of Roma Tor Vergata in the field of space systems. 
8. The 9th edition of the Master Course in “Advanced Satellite and Communications Systems” at the University of Roma Tor Vergata is in progress.
9. The 6th edition of the on line Master Course in “Satellite Communications and Navigation Systems” organised by University of Rome Tor Vergata and Scuola IaD (Istruzione a Distanza) is in progress.
10. Activities related to projects, publications and teaching in the space system related topics. 
11. Development and publication of several papers about space systems in conference proceedings and journals.

Prepared on April 21, 2012 by Marina Ruggieri & Cosimo Stallo
